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Unit Title: Reading Comprehension - Based on the Cafe Menu
Goal: Reading and Comprehension; Checking for comprehension and assuring that all students have an understanding of the story they are reading. 
Grade: Grade 4
Title of Lesson: Comprehension of 2030: A Day in the Life of Tomorrow’s Kids (60-90 minutes)
Topic: Life in the future
Materials:

· Book 2030: A Day in the Life of Tomorrow’s Kids
· Activity Sheets

· Cafe Menu Comprehension Chart of our lesson

· “T” Chart 

· Markers, Paper, Pencils, etc. 
This lesson is aimed at a guided reading lesson; the teacher is working with a small group of 4-6 students, focusing on the same book for all students (different groups will have different books). We anticipate this entire lesson to be completed over a period of more than one guided reading period.

Pre-Assessment/Warm-up (15-20 minutes)
· Without taking a look at the book just yet, introduce the topic of “Life in the Future” to the students and have them discuss events, make comments, or tell stories of their own personal experiences from the past or experiences that they may wish to have in the future regarding “Life in the Future.” This might include changes that they have experienced in the past or stories that their parents have told them about since they were little. This would represent that students are able to understand their previous knowledge from the past and use it in the present to build on the story 2030: A Day in the Life of Tomorrow’s Kids.

· Introduce the story that we will be reading (i.e., 2030: A Day in the Life of Tomorrow’s Kids) and the teacher will explain to the students what he/she expects the students to comprehend from the lesson. These will include such things as: 

· Show students the front cover of the book only. Have a discussion with the students on the image on the front of the cover and ask them to discuss what they believe the image to represent. Have them make predictions on what they believe the overall plot of the story will be about, what the main ideas are going to be, or make a prediction of what the ending will be. The teacher would write the students ideas on the SMARTBOARD. This would get the students thinking about all parts of the story including beginning, middle, and end. Some of the predictions/ideas that students may make about the cover of the book might be the following: 


1. In 2030, dogs might be able to talk 


2. In 2030, people might be able to fly using hover boards


3. In 2030, more people will live in space


4. In 2030, people’s hats would be able to give them magical powers.


5. In 2030, robots will be used for everything (i.e., cook, clean, help you dress, drive, etc.). 

· Students will help the teacher create a “T” chart on flip chart paper. The left hand side will represent the student’s predictions and the right hand side students will help the teacher make conclusions about the end of the reading. The teacher and students will make corrections as a group and students will be able to see whether their predictions were accurate, close enough, or completely far off at the end of the reading.

Sequence of Lesson/During (40-50 minutes)
· The reading will begin once the students have a good understanding of the topic.

· The teacher will model how she would like the reading to be done; beginning by reading the first page aloud, and stopping at the end of her reading. The students are expected to follow along with the teacher’s reading and at the end of the page, a group discussion will take place. 
The teacher asks the students to first describe the images on the page and then briefly explain in their own words what they just read/heard being read. 

· The next page is read by one student, while the others (and the teacher) follow along. The procedure of stopping and checking for understanding are then repeated.

· One at a time, students continue to read one page each and discuss in their own words what they understood from each page, while predicting what will come next in the story.
This process of brainstorming and discussing will help students, who may be having difficulty understanding the story, get their classmate’s perspective and hear different words than what is written on the pages (this may help more auditory learners).

Activity: Noting What I’ve Learned
Students will each be provided with a “noting what I learned” sheet and will be asked to make note of 2-3 vocabulary words or sentences that caught their attention during the reading and make an illustration of these words in the drawing box (This will help the more visual learners).
Closure/Wrap-up (15-20 minutes)
· Based on what has been covered in the class time (it is normal for this to take more than one lesson to complete the entire book therefore we are to assume that this is the end of the first part of the lesson), students will be given the option to either pair up or work individually. 

Activity: 
Make either a drawing, write a description, make a collage of what they believe their world to look like or be like in 2030. For more higher thinkers, challenge the students to think of a new technology that they believe will help the world and draw a picture of it. This paragraph or drawing must include a description of where they see themselves and how their life would be different if they were living in that time. 

· This activity will be based on their knowledge from what has been covered during the guided reading lesson and will also be used when we reach the end of the book through our discussion of checking the predictions made at the very beginning on the “T” chart.

Comprehension Strategies for this lesson;

· Use prior knowledge to connect with text

· Check for understanding

· Make a picture or mental image

· Predict what will happen, use text to confirm

· Infer and support with evidence

· Summarize text in their own words

· Discuss the sequence of main events

